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In the Matter of:       Civil Citation No.94901 
 
Frank Rynarzewski       7305 Old Battle Grove Rd 
7305 Old Battle Grove Rd. 
Dundalk, MD 21222 
 
Respondent      

  
 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

FINAL ORDER OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 
 

This matter came before the Administrative Law Judge on September 21, 2011 for a Hearing on a 

citation for violations under the Baltimore County Code (BCC). The Respondent was charged with 

violating BCC § 1B01.1, failure to cease all business operations on residential property zoned DR 5.5 

located at 7305 Old Battle Grove Road.   

 

On August 29, 2011, pursuant to § 3-6-205, Baltimore County Code, Inspector Dan O’ Neill 

issued a Code Enforcement & Inspections Citation. The citation was sent to the Respondent by 1st 

class mail to the last known address listed in the Maryland State Tax Assessment files. 

 

The citation proposed a civil penalty of $1,500.00 (One thousand five hundred) 

 

 The following persons appeared for the Hearing and testified: Frank Rynarzewski (owner and 

Respondent), represented by Michael Myers, Esq., Lee Carrion, Wayne Miller, Richard Young, and 

Dan O’Neill, Baltimore County Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

 Mr. O”Neill presented Baltimore County’s case, and indicated the Respondent was operating a 

commercial shellfishing business in a DR zone without the proper approvals. Ms. Carrion, who along 

with Messrs. Young and Miller operate a competing shellfishing establishment in the area, testified that 

the Respondent advertised his business—known as Grumpy’s Crabs—on Facebook and the Dundalk 

Patch.  None of the witnesses saw crabs being sold, but they all testified that the Respondent had 7305  
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docked near his property a commercial fishing boat, crab pots and other apparatus that was indicative 

of a commercial crabbing business. 

 

 The Respondent (and his son, who actually owns the boat and runs the business) did not deny 

they were operating a commercial shellfishing business. Rather, their primary defense was that the 

operation was being conducted on the pier and premises of 7303 Old Battle Grove Road, owned by 

Respondent’s parents, not 7305 as charged in the Citation. None of the County’s witnesses could 

refute Respondent’s testimony that the pier was in fact located in front of 7303 Old Battle Grove Rd., 

and Inspector O’Neill indicated a GIS map he obtained appeared to show the pier in front of 7303. 

 

 Based on the fact that the Citation in the above case listed 7305 Old Battle Grove Rd. as the 

property address on which the violation existed, I am obliged to find in favor of the Respondent. As 

indicated at the hearing however, this could well be a pyrrhic victory in that County officials may now 

decide to institute code violation proceedings against the owners of 7303 Old Battle Grove Rd. 

Respondent’s counsel indicated that he was filing on behalf of his clients petitions for zoning relief 

seeking a special exception to operate a shellfishing facility in a DR zone, and if such relief is granted it 

would render moot any code enforcement proceedings pending at the time.  County zoning regulations 

require, among other things, that the business be located on “a lot also occupied by the primary 

residence of its operator,” who must possess the requisite licensure set forth in the Natural Resources 

Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Based on the testimony in the above matter it is unclear 

whether Respondent could satisfy this requirement, although that determination will be made in a 

different proceeding.  

 

THEREFORE: 

 

IT IS ORDERED that the Citation in the above matter BE, and HEREBY IS, DISMISSED. 

 

ORDERED this 23rd day of September 2011 

 
  Signed: Original signed 09/23/11    

                                      John E. Beverungen 
           Administrative Law Judge 
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NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: The Respondent is advised that pursuant to §3-6-301(a) of the 
Baltimore County Code, the Respondent may appeal this order to the Baltimore County Board of 
Appeals within fifteen (15) days from the date of this order; any such appeal requires the filing of a 
petition setting forth the grounds for appeal, payment of a filing fee of $150 and the posting of security 
in the amount of the penalty assessed.  
 
JEB/lnw 

 


